 RIPLEY ENTERTAINMENT INC., ONE-YEAR LATER STATEMENT
Suzanne Smagala-Potts, Ripley Entertainment Spokesperson

“A year ago, an unprecedented storm on Table Rock Lake changed many lives and the Branson community. Not a day has passed that we don’t think about those who lost their lives and their families.

We know we can never fully understand the pain and challenges the families who were affected by the accident have faced, but Ripley Entertainment has worked hard to offer help wherever we can. We are deeply committed to supporting these families. A recent court filing outlines the settlements we have reached with many of the families, and we continue to work with others.

As we look to the future, we are committed to Branson and this amazing community. Our Ride The Ducks building and property are important to the Branson tourism economy, and we want to ensure it continues to contribute. To do so, we opened the new Branson Top Ops attraction to serve and encourage tourism, create jobs for the hardworking people who live and work here, and support the surrounding businesses.

We saw firsthand the impact First Responders have in this community. To show our appreciation, ten percent of all admissions proceeds, with a minimum amount of $100,000, will be donated to local Police, Fire, and EMS, who put their lives on the line to make Branson a safer place.

We are dedicated to working with the community of Branson, and continuing our support of the families and employees who were impacted by the accident.”
INDICTMENTS
“We continue to cooperate with the U.S. Attorney’s Office and other agencies as they investigate the facts surrounding the unprecedented storm and resulting accident on Table Rock Lake that occurred last July.  

We are committed to doing everything we can to help and support the community of Branson and those impacted by this accident. While the United States Attorney has decided to bring criminal charges as a result of the accident, all persons charged are entitled to a strong presumption of innocence until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. We have and will continue to offer support for all of our employees as this process moves forward.”

SETTLEMENTS AND MEDIATIONS
We filed a report with the court on the status of settlements and mediations. This document is required quarterly by the court. Since it was filed, it is public record, and I have attached it for your review. In reading it, you can see we have made a great deal of progress. No monetary amounts are detailed, and we will not disclose that information for the privacy of the families. Below is our statement.

“The report that was filed with the court demonstrates Branson Ride The Ducks’ continuing commitment to work with the victims and families who were affected by the unprecedented storm and resulting accident that occurred last July. While we know lives lost cannot be replaced, the report outlines that we have reached settlements with many of the families, and continue to work with others. Out of respect for the privacy of the families, we will not discuss the details of any settlement.”

